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of gaining control of the Gulf, and built his new capital, St
Petersburg, upon the marshes of the islands of the Neva Delta.
The system of portages connecting the Gulf of Finland with
the Volga and the Dnieper was replaced by canals, and for
nearly two centuries large cargoes of grain, timber, hemp, and
flax flowed along the waterways from the Caspian Sea to the
Baltic. Goal and iron and jute were imported, and Russia's
own coal and iron were carried in barges from the Urals and
the Donbas. St Petersburg became the focal point of Russian
trade and commerce. The city attracted everything towards
it, and although it was \vithout resources of its own, it was
possible to build up within the city a series of great industries.
To-day it is no longer the metropolis of the Soviet Union, but
this great port, now named Leningrad, produces nearly one-
quarter of the industrial output of the U.S.S.R.
It was said of St Petersburg that its industry was founded
upon English coal and iron and Russian cotton and wool.
But during the last twenty years even the carriage of Russian
coal from the Donbas (the foreign imports having ceased)
has been considerably reduced, since peat and combustible
slates, together with the water-power derived from the rivers,
are producing on an ever-increasing scale the electricity which
drives Leningrad's factories.1
The paper and cellulose industry has already been men-
tioned. More than 30 per cent, of all Russian paper is manu-
factured in the north-western lakes region, and a large
proportion of the industry is concentrated in Leningrad.
The fertilizer Industry, dependent upon the apatite from
the Khibin Mountains, is of great importance, as is the chemi-
cal industry
Engineering is also a major occupation. The skill of the
engineers of the city is highly esteemed throughout the
U.S.S.R. For nearly a century this industry has developed,
and to-day Leningrad is a most important centre for machine-
building, the making of electric motors, scientific instruments,
machine tools, and so on. When the first steps were being
1 In 1937 about one-half of the fuel used came from the Donetz coal-
field, and one-sixth from the Caucasian oil-wells.